Teaching Note Sheet for Sunday April 22, 2012 Conquering the Giant of Religion

Isaiah 1:1-20

Setting the Context
Giants are big enough to scare you! They are strong enough to stop you! They are Tenacious enough to control you, but sometimes small enough to hide from you.

We have talked about two Giants in our life, Fear and Revenge. Those two Giants are easy to see. They are easy to identify, but the Giant we talk about today is a bit less easy to identify.

Why? Because the Giant we talk about today can actually make you feel safe!

The Giant we talk about today is ________________!

Religion: The ________ and the __________

"The juice goes out of Christianity when it becomes too based on faith rather than on living like Jesus or seeing the world as Jesus saw it.” (Steve Jobs)

In Isaiah 1:1-20 

God says, “I’m ___________ of it!”

Right Worship begins with Right _____________________ and Right ______________ to God’s call on your life.

Religion: The _________________

Matthew 23:23
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.

Religious Worship is nothing without a Right _____________ Before God.

Jesus calls us to be ___________________!

James 1:26-27

26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s) religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

True Religion is not just my ritual approach to God—doing the right things, saying the right things. It is what Schleiermacher called the “feeling of utter dependence.” (Reference unknown)

Growth Group Homework for the Week of April 22,2012

Read Isaiah 1:1-20

1. Were you a good kid or in trouble all the time?

2. How long have you attended church regularly?

3. This scene in Isaiah is a courtroom scene where the Lord is the plaintiff and Israel is the defendant. What are the charges the Lord brings against them (vv. 1-5)?

4. What is Israel’s punishment (vv. 7; 15)?

5. In spite of Israel’s disobedience, do they seem like religious people?

6. What does the Lord suggest Israel do (vv. 16-18)?

7. What will be the benefit of heading the Lord’s advice (vv. 19)?

Read James 1:22-27

8. What does James mean by the phrase “deceiving yourselves?”

9. James says one should “bridle” (control) their tongue. What does he mean? (See Matthew 12:36)

10. What is pure religion according to James? What does he mean by this?

11. Do find it difficult at times to be religious Monday through Saturday?
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