Conquering the Giants – The Giant of Fear – Easter Sunday 2012

Setting the Context

We do have healthy fear on our life that triggers the “fight or flight” reaction that protects us, but what about the fear that controls our life and actions that is unfounded and unrealistic.

The kind of fear the Apostles had when Jesus was arrested and crucified

The same power that brought Christ from His grave can help you overcome you fears!

Christ’s work is not hampered by our fears, but our fears hamper us from being all He has called us to be!

This fear you can explain this way:

F__________ E____________ A______________ R_________ 
What are your afraid of?

At the first examination, your fears might seem to be justified or sensible,

But, I want you to ask yourself two questions today: Do my fears paralyze me? And are they justified?

Fear of what people will ___________ or ________
Fear of the _____________
Fear of f___________
Fear of s_____________
Gideon Lived in Fear, But God _______ _______________
In Judges 6:12 an Angel of the Lord visits Gideon and says, “The Lord is with you, O mighty man of valor.”
The Angel tells Gideon two things:

1. The Angel tells Gideon, “The Lord is With You.”
2. The Angel Calls Gideon a “Mighty Man of Valor.”

2 Timothy 1:7 says, “God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power, love and self-control.” (ESV)

FEAR DOES NOT COME FROM __________! 

____________ COMES FROM GOD!
I leave you with this Scripture from Ephesians chapter 1

 I ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him—endless energy, boundless strength!

 20-23All this energy issues from Christ: God raised him from death and set him on a throne in deep heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything from galaxies to governments, no name and no power exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being, but forever. He is in charge of it all, has the final word on everything. At the center of all this, Christ rules the church. The church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. The church is Christ's body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with his presence. (Message)

Group Homework for the Week of April 08 – Easter

Judges 6

1. What were you scared of the most as a child? (i.e. the dark, dogs, etc.)

2. Has your “fight or flight” reaction ever saved you from injury or even death?

Read Judges 6:1-10

3. Why did the Lord allow Midian to harass Israel for seven years?

Could this be a lesson for America?

4. What did Israel do to hide from Midian?

5. What were the Midianites doing to Israel?

America is in dept over 15 Trillion dollars to foreign counties. Are we “giving” our harvest away, or setting ourselves up for others to reap our harvest?

If you have an Internet connection, go to http://visualeconomics.creditloan.com/where-is-americas-debt/
And http://usdebt.kleptocracy.us/ for an eye opening picture.

6. What did Israel finally do that got God’s attention (v.6)?
Could this be another lesson for America? See 2 Chronicles 7:14

Read Judges 6:11-24

7. What was Gideon doing? Why? What did the Angel say to him?

8. What was Gideon’s first response (v.13)?

9. Israel would follow God (be blessed), turn from God (be cursed), and turn back again.

Has America followed the same cycle? Where are we in this cycle?

Have you followed the same cycle? Where are you?

10. What made Gideon “sure” this was an Angel of the Lord (vv.19-24)?

Read Judges 6:36-40
11. What did Gideon do to assure himself the Lord would deliver them?

12. Have you ever “laid a fleece” before the Lord?

13. You don’t have to answer this question out loud if you don’t want to, but write it down and submit it to prayer: What fear do you have to overcome to be the “Mighty Man or Woman of Valor” the Lord had called you to be?
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