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TEMPTATION

April 29, 2012

Setting the Context

Matthew 26:41 and Romans 7

We have talked about the Giant of Fear, the Giant of Revenge, and the Giant of Religion and today we talk about a sneaky little devil --- The Giant of Temptation.

This Giant doesn’t hide from you. This Giant calls you, it entices you, it never forgets your last encounter, it’s lonely and it wants you to visit over and over again.

How Temptation _________________

Jesus said, 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41 ESV

 

Temptation always offers you what you ___________!

James gives us a clear description of what is going on:

14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully-grown brings forth death. (James 1:14-15 ESV)

You’re enticed by your own __________.

Temptation is the desire to gratify the flesh nature as apposed to the spirit nature.

How to ___________ Against Temptation
First we go back to Jesus’ words in Matthew -- 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation… Matthew 26:41 ESV

Three Lessons in this text
1. You will be _______________

2. Prepare ahead -- ____________ out for it

3. Pray for your true strength to ______________

Two key weapons to add to your arsenal of fighting temptation.
1. ___________ ____________

2. The ___________ of Christ

Growth Group Homework for Week of April 29, 2012

Mathew 26:41

Romans 7

1. Have you ever been so tired you could not stay awake? Describe the moment.

READ Matthew 26:36-46

2. What is going on in this story?

3. Was Jesus able to empathize with the Disciples this night (Apply to Hebrews 4:15)?

4. Due to the Disciple’s slumber, do you think they really knew what was going on?

5. Jesus was very “sorrowful” and “troubled.” Why? Before you answer read verse 39 and Isaiah 53:10-11.

6.Jesus says, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.”  Did He have in mind His previous words in Matthew 26:31-35 and Luke 22:31-32, or was something else on His mind?

READ Romans 7

7. What analogy does Paul use in verse 1-4?

8. How do we know what sin is according to verses 7-12? What is our summary of the law?

9. How does Paul contrast the spirit and flesh in this chapter? See also Romans 8:1-8

10. From Romans 8:1-8 how do we describe a person with their mind set on the flesh? How do we describe a person with their mind set on the spirit?

11. What key understanding should we take from these verses about us concerning temptation and sin?
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